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" Businesses Like Terraza 7 cmail Address

Getting Help to Nepal

: : : After Exoneration, Bringing a
Dear friends in the diaspora, St RN R

As | promised, after | voted yesterday for peace in Colombia, today | am renewing my commitment to the quest

for equality, and | invite you to read this message from a small business owner in Queens, New York.

Working to End Violence Through
On Friday, June 13, the [New York City] departments closed Terraza 7 with an excessive display of force,
although the city allm'.ﬁ,'ed me to reopen my restaurant Monday afternoon [June 16], after reaching an

agreement to pay [fines that | owed] over a five-year period. The reason [was that I] hadn’t taken care of . . .
tfordable fines [which I g . 4 . Celebrating Asian Heritage Month

ina 1es [w ired in past years, sinc y bu g's Surar ras te 3 . s

unaffor e fines [which I] acquired in past years, since my business’s mandatory insurance was temporarily with Big Cats

suspended. An auditor from the insurance company was negligent during a visit, which caused my business to e

operate longer without mandatory insurance; as a result, my business received exorbitant fine

South Africans Mark Independence
Day in Riverside Park

It is exactly because of situations like the one that Terraza 7 is now facing that small businesses along Roosevelt

Avenue are against policies such as the "Task Force,” through which all the state’s departments harass our .

vulnerable businesses with penalties and unaffordable fines.

During the Bloomberg administration, small business owners were fined through the roof, while [the

administration] simultaneously offered huge tax breaks to billionaire businessmen.

In immigrant communities such as ours, where small companies are the majority of businesses, the city
departments (Transportation, Sanitation, Buildings, Consumer Affairs, Environmental Protection, the MTA,
workers’ compensation) should follow their procedures with visits to small businesses, but not with the
intention of unfairly penalizing such fragile companies. Rather, they should ensure that businesses operate
smoothly, grow, and get stronger, and they should keep in mind that small businesses - not large ones - form

the backbone of our city’s economy and our nation.

Instead of thoughtlessly harassing and shutting down businesses that create jobs and build community at the y P
Performing for an Audience

local level, city departments should check that they are complying with labor, health, and financial regulations Underground

as required by law.

As an American citizen, doctor, immigrant, and small business owner, | want to respectfully call on our city

, . _ . ) o _ _ Cuban Art Aficionados Assess
councilwoman, Julissa Ferreras, to reconsider and reformulate the purpose of the “Roosevelt Avenue Task Cnming Boois

Force,” which hasn’t been clarified, in my opinion,

Is it meant to keep an eye on public health, protect the well-being of the local economy, and improve our

: _ : : : Native American Post-Modernism
community’s standard of living? Or is it meant to cripple the growth of a local, diverse, and productive on Display

economy? Why doesn’t the “Roosevelt Avenue Task Force” investigate the economic harassment of small

businesses, whereby the city departments force them to pay unbelievable fines? Why break up a nascent
= HITHY In +.. e 5 :.t | -tl C 1"-1 ¥ |-l T IJ-'7- | 23 1L oW ? — = =
=conomy instead of stimulating and nounshing its healthy growths? Viewing Korean Minhwa, or

. : ‘Painting of the People’
We have inherited a city model whose budget largely depends on the unaffordable fines that burden our

businesses. We urge small business owners to stay committed to earning a living and supporting their familie

in order to settle debts that arise from arbitrary policies. These policies suck the life out of small businesses and - "
: > i et | ) i ‘Medicine Music’ on the Lower East

increasingly demand less responsibility from billionaires, who avoid supporting the national economy with the Side

taxes [they should pay] according to the rise in their eamings.
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